




















































































PROGRESS UPDATE:
STATE PLAN FOR HIGHER 
EDUCATION

Prepared for HESAA Board, January 23, 2019

New Jersey Office of the Secretary of Higher Education



Agenda
Stakeholder Outreach

Higher Education Overview 

Student Success Outcomes

Affordability Trends



Stakeholder Outreach
Hosted 3 Regional Meetings (live streamed on YouTube and open to the public)

Conducted over 30 presentations and meetings with higher education stakeholder groups, including students, faculty, administrators, and industry leaders

Testified before Joint Committee Hearing on options for funding public 4-yr colleges in the state 

Engaged all 54 college presidents in the state

9,000 Survey Responses about state higher education from:
 Students
 Presidents
 Provosts/Academic Affairs

 Financial Aid Administrators
 Student Support/Student Affairs Staff
 Senior Institution Staff



HOW NEW JERSEY COMPARES TO THE NATION

Higher than the national average but not high enough to meet our future 

workforce needs



DEGREE ATTAINMENT RATES BY COUNTY



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2005-2007 American Community Survey, 2017 1-year estimates American Community Survey
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Massive Gaps in Who Goes to College and What 
Colleges They Attend

Source: NJ DOE School/District Performance Reports, https://rc.doe.state.nj.us/PerformanceReports.aspx , 2016-17 NJ High School Graduates, Enrollment in Postsecondary Education  fall after graduation
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NEW JERSEY’S BIG GOAL
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STUDENT SUCCESS 
OUTCOMES



New Jersey College Success Outcomes

 Top 5 in the nation in graduation rates for 4-year public colleges.

 Top 10 in the graduation rates for all 4-year colleges.

 Bottom 10 in graduation rates for 2-year public colleges.

 Large gaps in completion by race/ethnicity at all levels
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AFFORDABILITY 
TRENDS
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Source: State Higher Education Executives Officers Association, State Higher Education Finance (SHEF) Fiscal Year 2017 Report , http://sheeo.org/projects/shef-%E2%80%94-state-higher-education-finance, SHEF_State_by_State_Wave_Charts_FY17.xlsx.
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 How can we make an affordable and accessible path to a high quality 
degree or certificate a reality for all residents of New Jersey?

 How can we ensure students have the adequate supports needed to be 
successful in school and prepare them for life after graduation?

How can we ensure institutions are equipped to serve students toward 
these ends?

Key Questions for State Plan
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